
Traditional Worship Service
Sunday, September 27, 2026 • 9:40 a.m.

Welcome! 	 Rev. Lee Foster

Invocation	

Quietly Preparing to Worship God	 Everyone
Please take a moment to silence your cell phones

Habits are important, but inattention to our habits 
can cause them to exchange mindlessness for depth 
and pointlessness for purpose. One of the twentieth 
century’s greatest music educators, Nadia Boulanger, 
insisted that maintaining habits without paying attention 
would eventually take all meaning from our important 
practices.

The faithful Christian life is one that gives itself to habits. 
Daily and weekly patterns and disciplines are vital for a 
life of faithful discipleship. Jesus gave himself to regular 
habits: prayer, meditation, reading and memorizing 
scripture, attending services at the synagogue and 
festivals at the Temple. The faithful life is made up with 
habits. But our good habits can lose their meaning, their 
life, their vitality when we stop paying attention to the 
holy mystery that surrounds our practices.  Don’t let 
worship, today or any day, become a mindless habit. Pay 
attention. Notice the community around you. Prayerfully 
listen to scripture. Notice the text of the hymns. Mindfully 
engage the sermon as an internal dialogue. Allow God 
to speak in the silence. Notice those things that are 
mentioned in prayer. Today, and every day, can be a 
mindless habit or it can be an encounter with the holy, 
the mysterious, the God who meets us in this space and 
in every space.

Prelude                        A Jubilant Peal        Michael Helman
Winfree Handbell Choir

Responsive Reading 	 Dr. Jimmie Miles and Everyone
Congregation reads the bold print 

People of God, open your ears! Incline your hearts!
Come and embody the story of our God.

God’s story is a story of compassion and mercy, of 
redemption and love;

A story passed down from generation to generation, so 
that we may never forget.

Our God has done wonderful things!
Let’s praise God together!

Hymn 32           Come, Christians, Join to Sing   	  MADRID

Reading from Psalm 25:1-8		  Rick Rossano

Choral Anthem               Jesus Call Us   	 Joy Patterson

Reading from Philippians 2:5-11		  JoAnn Carter

Hymn 309              At the Name of Jesus  	 WYE VALLEY

Offertory                         Adoration   	        Felix Borowski
Sophie Edwards, violin

Offertory Prayer

Giving Our Tithes and Offerings	 Everyone

Pastoral Scripture         Matthew 16:13-18	  Rev. Foster
Pastor: The Word of God, for the people of God.

All: Thanks be to God.

Message                        Good Question:  	 Rev. Foster
Isn’t Jesus Just a Moral Teacher?



Hymn 47              Fairest Lord Jesus      	 CRUSADERS HYMN

Closing Words

Benediction 

Postlude     O Day of Peace that Dimly Shines    Daw/Parry

HOW TO JOIN: During the Response Hymn, you are 
invited to join our congregation. You may become a 
member by one of the following methods.
1.	 You may share with the congregation that you have 

committed your life to Jesus and desire to be baptized. 
2.	 You have already made a commitment to Jesus, been 

baptized and now desire to transfer your membership 
from another church to Winfree, or join based on your 
statement of faith in Christ.
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